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NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


“Over a manifold activity of the laity, carried on in various localities according 
to the needs of the times, is placed the National Catholic Welfare Conference, an 
organization which supplies a ready and well-adapted instrument for your episcopal 
ministry.”’-—Pope Pius XII. 

The National Catholic Welfare Conference was organized in September, 1919. 

The N. C. W. C is a common agency acting under the authority of the bishops to 
promote the welfare of the Catholics of the country. 

It has for its incorporated purposes “unifying, coordinating and organizing the 
Catholic people of the United States in works of education, social welfare, immigrant 
aid and other activities.” 

The Conference is conducted by an administrative board composed of ten arch- 
bishops and bishops aided by seven assistant bishops. 

Each department of the N. C. W. C. is administered by an episcopal chairman. 

Through the general secretary, chief executive officer of the Conference, the re- 
ports of the departments and information on the general work of the headquarters 
staff are sent regularly to the members of the administrative board 

The administrative bishops of the Conference report annually upon their work 
to the Holy See. 

Annually at the general meeting of the bishops, detailed reports are submitted by 
the administrative bishops of the Conference and authorization secured for the work 
of the coming year. 

No official action is taken by any N. C. W. C. department without authorization 
of its episcopal chairman. 

No official action is taken in the name of the whole Conference without authoriza- 
tion and approval of the administrative board. 

It is not the policy of the N. C. W. C. to create new organizations. 

It helps, unifies, and leaves to their own fields those that already exist. 

It aims to defend and advance the welfare both of the Catholic Church and of 
our beloved Country 

It seeks to inform the life of America of right fundamental principles of religion 
and morality. : 

It is a central clearing house of information regarding activities of Catholic men 
and women. 

N. C. W. C. is comprised of the following departments and bureaus: 
ExecuTive—Bureaus maintained: Immigration, National Center Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine, Information, Publications, Business and Auditing, and CatTH- 

otic AcTION, monthly publication, N. C. W. C. 

Youtu—Facilitates exchange of information regarding the philosophy, organization, 
and program—conient of Catholic youth organizations; promotes the National 
Catholic Youth Council, the federating agency for all existing, approved Catholic 
youth groups, contacts and evaluates national governmental and non-govern- 
mental youth organizations and youth servicing organizations 

EpucaTion—Divisions: Statistics and Informaticn, Teacher Placement, 
Catholic Education, Library Service, and Inter-American Collaboration 

Press—Serves the Catholic press in the United States and abroad with regular news, 
features, editorial and pictorial services 

SoctaL Actron—Covers the fields of Industrial Relations, International 
Education, Social Welfare, Family Life, and Rural Life. 


Research 


Affairs, Civic 


Lecat—Serves as a clearing house of information on federal, state and local legislation. 

Lay ORGANIZATIONS—Includes the National Council of Catholic Men and the National 
Council of Catholic Women, which maintain at N. C. W. C. headquarters perma- 
nent representations in the interests of the Catholic laity. These councils function 
through some 8,000 affiliated societies—national, state, diocesan, district, local and 
parish; also through units of the councils in many of the dioceses. 
The N. C. C. M. maintains at its national headquarters a Catholic Evidence 
Bureau, sponsors three weekly nationwide radio programs—the Catholic Hour 
over the National Broadcasting Company's Network, and the Hour of Faith over 
the American Broadcasting Company's Network, and the Catholic program in 
the “Faith in Our Time” series on the Mutual Broadcasting System—and con- 
ducts a Catholic Radio Bureau. 
The N. C. C, W. through its National Committee System maintains an adult 
education service, transmitting to its affiliates information and suggestions in all 
fields covered by the N. C. W. C., and conducting Institutes and Regional Con- 
ferences for leadership training; it cooperates with War Relief Services-N. C. W. C. 
in a continuing clothing project for children; from 1921 to 1947 it sponsored the 
National Catholic School of Social Service. 

CatHoitic Action Stupy—Devoted to research and reports as to 
methods, programs and achievements in the work of Catholic 
abroad. 


pronouncements, 
Action at home and 


All that are helped may play their part in promoting the good work and in main- 
taining the common agency, the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 

CATHOLIC ACTION records monthly the work of the Conference and its 
ated organizations. It presents our common needs and opportunities 
articles are helpful to every Catholic organization and individual 
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HE Inter American Catholic Social Action Con- 
federation has published in pamphlet form the 
report of its organizing Committee meeting at 
Rio de Janeiro in August, 1948, together with the 
resolution of the conference, and the Constitution 
presented for adoption by the Commit- 
Report of | tee on Organization. 
Inter Ameri- The material is presented in English, 
can Catholic Portuguese and Spanish in the one 
Social Action pamphlet, and has been sent to leaders 
Confedera- in the social action field in almost every 
tion country of the world. It will be dis- 
tributed in quantity to each of 23 mem- 
ber countries. 


John F. Parr is secretary-treasurer of the Confeder- 
ation, with offices at 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N. W., Washington, D. C., where copies of the 
report are available. 


NITED Nations Day, celebrating the creation of 
the United Nations Organization, is participated 
in actively each year by American Catholics. 

Suggestions for Catholic school activities on United 
Nations Day this year will go to more than 8,000 

Catholic elementary schools and 2,500 
October 24—Catholic high schools. These sugges- 
United Na- tions will ‘stress the spirit and purpose 
tions Day of the United Nations rather than the 

structure; develop understandings _in- 
ductively and in language the children understand; 
develop attitudes of friendliness and cooperation; 
help pupils to see and perform their part in working 
for world peace.” 

The National Citizens’ Committee, responsible for 
the celebration of the anniversary, has for its treasurer 
the secretary general of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association, and the following Catholics as 
committee members: the General Secretary of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, the President 
of the National Council of Catholic Men, the Pres- 
ident of the National Council of Catholic Women, 
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and the Executive Secretary of the Catholic Associa- 
tion for International Peace. 


HRISTIAN Guidance toward social order is 
paramount today. Therefore we present here 
the heart of the radio talk of Our Holy Father, 

Pius XII, to the German Catholics gathered in na- 
tional convention. In summary form, the Pontiff’s 

five points for the new social order are: 
5 Points 1. In the land of Bishop Wilhelm Em- 
for a new manuel von Kettler, none can deny the 
Social Order Church’s interest in the cause of workers. 

The realization of the new social order 
requires sacrifice from all. The solution cannot be 
longer delayed. 

(Bishop von Kettler, Bishop of Mainz, Germany, 
from 1850 until his death in 1877, was an outspoken 
proponent of social reforms and the rights of the work- 
ingman, and generally considered as far in advance 
of his times in this field as well as others. ) 

2. The social program of the Catholic Church 
stands on the three pillars of truth, justice and charity. 
The Church never opposed any social class or group 
and always encouraged what served the common 
good. 

3. The Church will continue to work for removal of 
conflict between capital and labor, employers and 
workers. 

4. Christian culture is not separable from Christian 
social policy since Christian man is the source and 
object of both. 

5. That world labor must not become the victim of 
atheistic materialism. 

The theme of this year’s congress was “A New 
Social Order.” 

On the same day, the Pope addressed by radio a 
similar “Catholic day’ gathering at Lausanne, Switzer- 
land. Speaking in German first, then French, then 
Italian—the three languages of Switzerland—he said 
he is ardently “hoping against hope’’ that the 1950 
Holy Year may bring the world’s peoples “assured 
external peace and true interior reconciliation.” 
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Peacetime 


NCCS Service 


T was Thursday before Christmas. The USO club 
operated by the National Catholic Community 
Service in San Diego, Calif., was filled with serv- 

ice personnel. Some were busy getting travel infor- 
mation from the volunteer at the front desk, others 
lined up to get Christmas packages wrapped, while 
others read newspapers, played games, or idly passed 
a few minutes until time for train and bus departures. 
In one corner a group of servicemen and hostesses 
decorated the USO Christmas tree. 


In the midst of all of this activity a shy young sailor 
walked into the club, glanced quickly to his left, and 
hastened across the floor of the lounge carrying an 
armful of fresh flowers. He took two steps of the 
stairway in one jump, and quickly disappeared at the 
first landing. 


In a few seconds the sailor ran down the steps and 
approached the USO volunteer who was on duty at 
the information desk. 


“Do you have something I can put some flowers in, 
ma’m?”’ he asked. 


“Sure, sonny, will these do?” the elderly lady re- 
plied as she reached under the desk and handed him 
two vases. 

“Oh, boy! Yes ma’m! They're just the thing,” he 
responded excitedly, and again he rushed up the 
stairs. 

The volunteer wondered. Strange requests aren’t 
unusual in a USO club, but no serviceman had ever 
asked her for a couple of vases before. Several minutes 
passed and when the sailor had not returned she de- 
cided to look for him. As she approached the shrine 
room at the top of the stairs she saw the youngster— 
he wasn’t over 19—quietly reciting his rosary as he 
knelt before the statue of Our Lady of Fatima. Two 
tall vases of red carnations rested on the pedestal in 
front of the statue. 

“T just wanted to give our Blessed Mother a Christ- 
mas present,” he said, and continued with his rosary. 

This heart-warming story of the young sailor who 
found spiritual comfort in a USO-NCCS club is typi- 
cal of daily incidents in connection with the NCCS 
program which our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has 
called ‘‘an important apostolate, a real Catholic action, 
whose principal scope is the salvation of souls.” 
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Acting from the Church’s Divine Mission to spread 
the influence of the Catholic faith to all corners of the 
globe, NCCS has extended its program to include 
military areas and Veterans Administration hospitals 
in all sections of the country and at overseas bases in 
Italy, Puerto Rico, Alaska, Canal Zone, and Okinawa. 
Every effort is made to help safeguard the spiritual 
and moral welfare of service personnel. Wholesome 
Opportunities for relaxation, recreation, and social 
life are provided to enable them to live as true soldiers 
of Christ and their country. 


NCCS was established by the Bishops of the United 
States in 1940 as the official agency of the Church to 
assist in serving the needs of men and women engaged 
in the tremendous task of national defense. Because 
of the far-reaching and effective program developed 
during World War II, the Bishops decided to continue 
the program to provide for the requirements of the 
largest peacetime military establishment in the coun- 
try’s history, and to meet urgent needs of the increased 
number of hospitalized veterans and their families. 
When the United Service Organizations, Inc., was 
reorganized last year at the request of President Tru- 
man, NCCS joined with other national agencies under 
the new USO banner. 


Today NCCS faces many of the same problems 
which confronted it during the war. These problems 
have been intensified greatly because of the fact that 
of the 1,600,000 men and women in the Armed Forces, 
the majority of them are young teen-agers, wavering 
and impressionable. The accent on youth has received 
major consideration in NCCS program plans. 

Like their wartime predecessors, these youngsters 
find themselves in isolated localities or in small towns 
where the community resources are overtaxed and 
inadequate. Most of them are away from home for 
the first time in their lives, and in their new environ- 
ment they are separated from the usual steadying 
influences of home, parish and community. The peace- 
time trainees have much free time away from the 
camps, especially over the weekends. Naturally, they 
come face to face with many hazards to the ideal lives 
of Christian men and women. 


NCCS is meeting these peacetime problems in much 
the same fashion as it did during the war, enlisting 
the support and active participation of clergy and laity 
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in the planning and organization of the work as it 
Carries out some of the Church’s greatest missions. 


The religious welfare of men and women has always 
been of primary importance in NCCS plans. All ac- 
tivities, even those primarily social and recreational in 
nature, reflect a definite Catholic influence based on 
sound Catholic principles. 


Evidence of the Catholic influence begins in the 
director's office where a crucifix hangs over his desk. 
On the library shelves are books on various topics by 
Catholic authors, and others in conformity with Chris- 
tian ideals. Catholic magazines are found on the 
reading tables to provide the Catholic viewpoint on 
current social, economic and political problems. Pam- 
phlet racks are filled with informative leaflets based 
on the Catholic code of truth and morals. 


Proselytizing is foreign to NCCS clubs; however, 
conversions to the Faith are not infrequent as a result 
of contacts with Catholic philosophy, Catholic example, 
and Catholic atmosphere. The records show that many 
non-Catholic service personnel in NCCS clubs have 
inquired about Catholic teachings from NCCS staff, 
later to be baptized following instructions from the 
chaplain or moderator to whom they were referred for 
spiritual guidance and counsel. Many non-Catholics 
have found occasion to attend Mass and other Catholic 
services with NCCS volunteers who would call to pick 
up service personnel at the USO club. 


Opportunities for enlightening servicemen and 
women about the Faith emphasize the important role 
that NCCS is taking in the modern apostolate. In 
Columbus, Georgia, a young soldier, drinking coffee 
with an NCCS director, read about his buddy’s suicide 
in the newspaper. He immediately burst into tears, 
and as soon as his eyes had cleared the director engaged 
him in conversation. A lengthy talk about religion 
resulted. Death had not been very real to the service- 
man before, but the suicide had stirred him to thinking. 


“You are a Catholic, aren’t you?” he asked the 
director. 


The director replied that he was. 


“You know,” he continued, “I would like to know 
more about Catholicism. Catholics have ‘something’, 
and I would like to know just what it is that makes 
them click as they do.” 


The director answered some of his questions, gave 
him some pamphlets, and wrote a note to his chaplain, 
which he entrusted to the soldier to deliver. 


“T will contact Father tomorrow,” the serviceman 
said as he left the USO club with a bright smile on 
his face. 


A few days later he returned to the club to explain 
that he had already had his first instruction. 


In Norfolk, Va., a buoyant youns, Wave walked up 
to the director of the NCCS Club, and asked, “May 
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I have a Baltimore Catechism No. 2?” She knew 
exactly what she wanted and it later developed that 
the young lady had already begun instructions before 
entering the service and she looked to NCCS for help. 


Instances have been reported where NCCS has been 
instrumental in returning lax Catholics to the proper 
practice of their religion. In North Carolina, a service- 
man and his fiancee approached the director one day 
and awkwardly remarked, “We're getting married.” 
Actually, what they really meant was, “Will you make 
the arrangements for us,” as NCCS staff frequently do 
for young couples who need assistance. 


In talking to the prospective bride and groom, the 
director discovered both were baptized Catholics, but 
had not been to Mass or the Sacraments for several 
years. Actually, it wasn’t very difficult for him to 
persuade them to see the priest, and they were later 
married in the Church. The USO Volunteer Chairman, 
with her committee, arranged a big wedding reception 
for the happy couple, and invited their friends. 


Religious activities constitute a very vital part of 
the total USO-NCCS program. In this regard, the 
NCCS staff work closely with the Catholic chaplains 
in helping with arrangements for retreats, days of 
recollection, religious films, and other special devo- 
tions. The Communion breakfast is a regular monthly 
feature at most NCCS clubs, and once a year National 
Communion Sunday is observed simultaneously in all 
clubs throughout the country. NCCS staff have organ- 
ized choirs for Christmas and Easter Masses, Holy 
Week exercises, and other on-post services. 


NCCS religious education activities are based on the 
theory that the more servicemen and women know and 
understand about their religion, the better Catholics 
and better soldiers they will be. Highlighting these 
programs are the discussion groups which are lead by 
the moderator, or someone approved by him, who 
serves as a resource person to guide the religious 
aspects of the discussion. Topics vary from original 
sin to marriage and courtship, and there is always a 
large interested group for every session. With the 
assistance of nuns, Catechism classes are arranged for 
the children of military families in communities where 
there are no Catholic schools nearby. 


NCCS furnishes many varied and essential personal 
services that have a direct bearing on religious welfare, 
such as information for Mass, transportation to church, 
sponsors for marriages and baptisms. USO junior 
hostesses are on duty Sunday mornings to take care of 
babies so that the parents can attend Mass. 


An outstanding achievement in the NCCS religious 
program has been the widespread distribution of 
Catholic religious articles and pamphlets. Literally 
millions of rosaries, prayerbooks, missals, leaflets, 
medals, and holy cards have been distributed. Focus, 
a monthly pamphlet published by NCCS, explaining 
fundamental Catholic doctrines and moral teachings, 
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has just been inaugurated. Fifty thousand copies of the 
first edition were distributed through chaplains and 
USO clubs. 


One Catholic chaplain explains this important service 
in this manner: “Your contributions of religious liter- 
ature have helped to carry forward a definite plan of 
enriching and strengthening the religious faith of the 
personnel in this station.” 

Parish and diocesan organizations play an important 
role in the NCCS program, sponsoring both religious 
and social events, and contributing their time and effort 
to the successful development of many activities. 

The Holy Father recently recognized the contribu- 
tions that these groups as lay apostles are making to 
the cause of Catholicism when he bestowed his Apos- 
tolic Blessing on them and extended his gratitude ‘to 
those Catholic organizations and to the volunteer 
auxiliaries with the confident hope that they may con- 
tinue to manifest in this very important work a truly 
active interest and cooperation.” 

Catholics are following the great commandment of 
love of neighbor in their service for the VA hospital 
patients. Hundreds of volunteers, resourceful and with 


generous appreciation, are carrying the Catholic influ- 
ence in their hospital work as they aid the spiritual and 
general welfare of afflicted veterans and speed their 
recovery. 

NCCS-VA hospital volunteers provide special assist- 
ance to supplement the work of the chaplains in every 
way possible. Without the help of the wheelchair 
pushers many of the patients could never attend Mass. 
Women volunteers care for altar linens and repair 
vestments. Religious articles are distributed and visits 
are made at the request of the chaplains. Ward parties 
and dances are arranged; rooms are located for fam- 
ilies of patients visiting in the communities, and per- 
sonal services are rendered. Organists are provided 
for Mass and other devotions. 


The task ahead is one of great importance to the 
Church. The salvation of souls is at stake. NCCS staff 
and volunteers, in their roles as modern lay apostles, 
are undertaking their new responsibilities with the 
knowledge that the American Hierarchy have full con- 
fidence in their capacity for continued stellar per- 
formance in this field of Catholic service under the 
spiritual direction of the clergy. 





Tex. 


La. 





CALENDAR OF SCHEDULED CATHOLIC MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


October, 1949 
1-4—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regional congress, Spokane, Wash. 
2-4—-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN—Southwest regional conference, San Antonio, 


8-10—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regional congress, Providence, R. I. 
18-20—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regional congress, Houston, Tex. 
20-21—-CATHOLIC PRESS ASSOCIATION——-Midwest regional conference, Detroit, Mich. 
21-22—-CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regional congress, Alexandria, La. 
22-24—-CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regiona! congress, Cincinnati, Ohio 


28-30—-NATIONAL LAYWOMEN’S RETREAT MOVEMENT—first regional conference, Schenectady, 


November, 1949 
4-9—CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE—annual convention, Columbus, Ohio (Revised date). 
12-14—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—regional congress, Erie, Pa. 
25-27—CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE—annual conference, New York, N. Y. 


April, 1950 


11-14—NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION—47th annual convention, New Orleans, 


May, 1950 
4-7—-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC NURSES—5th biennial convention, Los Angeles, Calif. 
24-26—-CATHOLIC PRESS ASSOCIATION—40th annual convention, Rochester, N. Y. 
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Newman Club Federation 
66 PERATION 35,” as the 1949 Newman Club 


Convention was called, was certainly an op- 

eration on a major scale. Chicago welcomed 
more than 500 delegates from all over the United 
States and Hawaii on September 7-10. This was the 
greatest number in the Federation's history. Not only 
was the number of delegates large, but the work and 
accomplishments of this body surpassed the realm of 
imagination. 

The convention was highlighted by the provisional 
adoption of a new constitution, the increase in dues to 
the Federation, the expansion of the international pro- 
gram, and the answers to the problems of the Catholic 
student on the secular campus. 

A new constitution was brought forth and adopted 
provisionally until the next convention. The thorough 
and precise declarations of this new document can be 
set down as an achievement which will be very in- 
strumental in binding together the six hundred clubs 
which are now in the Federation, plus paving the way 
for greater extension work. In addition to its outlines 
to be followed, it has made provision for two new 
offices—that of recording secretary, and a second vice 
president in charge of external affairs. 

The delegates agreed that the increase in member- 
ship, in officers, in committees and general expansion, 
required a suitable increase in dues to the Federation. 
The amount was set at twenty cents ($.20) per mem- 
ber. With these added funds the Federation will be 
able to contact and help more clubs. 

A panel meeting was held especially for the inter- 
national program. Out of this group came the realiza- 
tion that Catholic Action must be spread throughout 
the world and Newman Club must participate in that 
action. To do this the delegates added a new officer, 
that of second vice president in charge of external 
affairs. The individual elected to this office was Her- 
man Neusch, a student versed in international affairs 
through his position as First Vice-President of Pax 
Romana. The delegates also agreed to lay plans for 
the coming pilgrimage to Rome for the Holy Year. 
This alone is a great step on the international level 
whereby Catholic students in the state and secular 
university campuses shall lend their voice to the great 
numbers who are traveling to Europe to give honor to 
the Holy Father and the Church. 

A special panel on Catholic Action was held for the 
interest of all delegates, as the theme of the conven- 
tion was “Catholic Action on the Secular Campus.” 
It brought forth the problems that face the student 
in this category. It was decided that the promotion of 
Christ’s teachings into the lives of the members of the 
school community through spiritual, intellectual, and 
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material services would lead to the restoration of all 
things in Christ. 

Officers elected for the coming year ‘are: President, 
Dennis Duffy, University of Minnesota; Fifst Vice 
President, Allan Talt, University of California; Second 
Vice President, Herman Neusch, George Washington 
University; Treasurer, John Nachyly, University of 
Connecticut; Recording Secretary, Rosemary Hilling, 
University of Kentucky; Executive Secretary, William 
W. Pinkel, formerly University of Buffalo. The Rev. 
Joseph D. Connerton, of Chicago, was appointed 
National Chaplain by Archbishop Cushing, Episcopal 
Chairman of the Youth Department, N.C.W.C. 

The future of Newmanism is bright so long as there 
are students who place such faith, trust, and enthust- 
asm in the movement as those at the 1949 Newman 
Club Convention. —W i/liam W. Pinkel, Executive Sec- 
retary, Newman Club Federation. 


National Federation of Catholic 
College Students 


HE campus of the University of Dayton, Dayton, 

Ohio, was the scene August 27-31 of the initial 

National Council meeting of the National Fed- 
eration of Catholic College Students for the 1949-50 
academic year. The more than 40 students and mod- 
erators attending the meeting represented the Feder- 
ation’s 19 geographical regions. Their main task was 
to determine methods of implementing the policies 
adopted by the National N.F.C.C.S. Congress, held 
last May, and discussions centered around various 
aspects of Federation activities such as its Overseas 
Service Program, publications, and leadership con- 
ferences. Immediately prior to the Council meeting 
proper, its members participated in a five-day Catholic 
Action Workshop sponsored by the N.F.C.C.S. Cath- 
olic Action Study Commission, and throughout both 
sessions, particular emphasis was placed on the Fed- 
eration theme for the year, The Catholic College Stu- 
dent—A Call to the Lay Apostolate!—Rath Maiers, 
Executive Secretary, N.F.C.C.S. 


N.0.D.L. Cooperation 


ORE than 200,000 magazine racks in railroad 
M and subway stations, drug, cigar and depart- 
ment stores and newsstands will be canvassed 
during the coming school year by students in 175 
Catholic colleges and universities throughout the 
nation. These crusaders, members of the National 
Federation of Catholic College Students, will co- 
operate with the National Organization for Decent 
Literature in its crusade to stamp out indecent litera- 
ture. The students will form decent literature com- 
mittees to carry out the objectives of the crusade. 
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Lay Apostles 


and Christian Doctrine 
Rev. John E. Kelly 


O THE N.C.\W.C. building in mid-city Wash- 

oh haan, something new has been added recently. 
Tourists in Washington en route to ‘Embassy 

Row” along Massachusetts Avenue, look twice now 
as they rush past N.C.W.C. The added interest is 
a huge statue of Christ, placed in the building facade. 


Designed to express outwardly the place of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference in the Wash- 
ington—national—scene, the statue has a Light of 
the World motif. Knowing that, you would guess 
that Our Lord would be depicted holding a torch, or 
a lighted lamp in his hand. Not so—it is a scroll, an 
open book. The light for the world is the light of 
faith. 


The new N.C.W.C. statue—Christ the Light of the 
World, bock in hand—is significant of the place of 
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in our day. 
We rust be apostles—with a book. 

What is an apostle? And why, in 1949, with a 
book? 

The usual definition of an apostle is, “‘one who is 
sent’’—a person with a mission, or a commission. The 
first apostles were ‘‘sent’’ by Christ—sent to the ends 
of the earth. Theirs was a mission, a commission to 
teach—"'Go and make disciples of all nations .. . 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you... (Matt. 28:19, 20). “Go into the whole 
world and preach the gospel to every creature (Mk. 
16:15). 

And so they went about their mission—with the 
gospel, preaching the good news in town and country. 
They quickly learned that they could not of themselves 
“preach to every creature”. So (through Holy Orders) 
they conferred priestly powers on some to make more 
effective this work of evangelization, of announcing 
the good news. To others, as distinct from the clergy 
(through Confirmation), they gave lay or general 
powers to assist in this same evangelization. 

Directly to the Apostles then, we credit the begin- 
ing of the lay apostolate. And the first lay apostles had 
a teaching part in the work of evangelization, that is, 
spreading the faith. 

Lay apostles are, then, first of all teaching apostles 
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The Lay Apostolate Today 
Article Il 


—sent to teach others, who will themselves be teach- 
ers. 

Logically, the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
is a first field for the lay apostolate. . The Confrater- 
nity’s work is a teaching work: the teaching of the 
gospel by the laity, under the guidance of the parish 
clergy, to all who are not in Catholic schools—chil- 
dren, teen-agers, adults. 

If lay endeavors are to be permanently fruitful and 
lasting, the Confraternity aspect must receive a first 
consideration. Running into action without knowing, 
often results in a man’s—or a group’s—running in 
circles. We cannot do good, until we are good. We 
cannot be good, unless we first know the good. First 
we come to know God; then we love and serve Him. 
The “doning” of the Confraternity apostolate consists 
in “knowing Activities”. 

What the Popes Say 

This is partly what is implied—much more than 
this, however, is implied—in official pronouncements 
on the Confraternity’s pre-eminent place in the lay 
apostolate, in Catholic Action. 

Only one other society has been written into the of- 
ficial Code of Church law, as being a ‘‘must” organ- 
ization in every parish of the world. 

Local Ordinaries shall see to it that in every 
parish there shall be established Confraternities 
of the Blessed Sacrament, and of Christian Doc- 
trine.* 

In every parish . . . there shall be instituted, 
and before all others . . . a Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine.* 

Too numerous even to list are pertinent quotations 
from every pope of the 20th century, holding the 
CCD as a work for the 20th century layman—a field 
of “special preference’, a “choice field of Catholic 
Action”, a ministry ‘than which none other should 
appear to every Catholic as more holy or more neces- 
sary’’.® 

In a significant discourse to a group of twenty thou- 
sand Catholic Actionists, Pius XII stated that such a 
group necessarily “considers as one of its essential 
aims, besides the religious and moral training of its 
own members, their pedagogical training for teaching 
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the Catechism—the fundamental text of Christian life 
and knowledge.” * 


A Parish Apostolate 


A special value of the Confraternity is the fact 
that it is rooted in the parish, the germinal cell of 
the Mystical Body. It is a first program of the parish 
apostolate—the teaching program. 


“The Kingdom of God will not descend from 
heaven fully organized and perfectly developed; it 
must spread—spread from reborn soul to soul through 
parishes into dioceses, through dioceses into the 
Church, through the Church into the world.” ® 


Parish CCD programs are coordinated and fur- 
thered by the diocesan CCD offices which have been 
organized in every part of the country in recent years. 
As Cardinal Pizzardo, world president of Actio Catho- 
lica, wrote this year to the Episcopal Committee of 
the CCD, “We are happy to see that so many dioceses 
have found it possible to establish a diocesan office 
of the Confraternity, placing in charge some zealous 
priest who can devote a large portion of his time 
to this most apostolic task.” ® 

In addition to Associate Membership (prayer and 
financial offerings) in the parish CCD unit, there are 
four possible active phases of the Confraternity pro- 
gram of religious education. In each of these fields 
lay help is urgently needed. In terms of the apostolate 
these fields are: 


1. Apostolate of Religious Education of Youth 

2. Apostolate of Adult Religious Education 

3. Apostolate of the Family: the Parent-Edu- 
cator Program 

4. Apostolate of Good Will 


Religious Education of Youth 


Our Catholic School system is one of the wonders 
of the Catholic World—3,000,000 children strong. 
Still, there are as many Catholic children in public, 
non-religious schools—3,000,000 children weak. In 
1948-1949, only one-third of these children signed 
up for Confraternity religious instructions. Two out 
of every three Catholic pupils in public schools, from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade, received no regu- 
lar religious instruction. 


The reason? The lack of lay help. There are not 
now and there will not for many years be enough 
priests and sisters to make it work. There are needed 
right now thousands of Catholic youths and adults 
to work as active members of their parish Confra- 
ternity unit as home visitors, lay helpers, lay teachers. 


The home visitor helps make a census of all who 
should be registered for classes, visits courteously and 
patiently in the name of the parish priests, seeks 
reason for absenteeism, encourages attendance, tells 
parents of the place and time of classes. 
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1949-1950 Forum Series 


HE N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 

of the departments of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, offers its 1949-50 series of 
eight articles, month by month, under the general 
title “The Lay Apostolate Today.” These have been 
prepared for general use and should be especially 
helpful to organization and educational leaders. 


Use the articles: 
For your own information 
As texts for discussion clubs, forums, round tables, 
radio talks 
As aids for organization and school programs 
For informal discussion at home and abroad 


Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 
and discussion. 








The /ay helper acts as escort for younger children 
in urban areas, as a driver in rural areas, gives over 
a room in his home or farmhouse for weekly class 
space in spread out parishes; assists the teacher in 
handling larger class groups, corrects papers, hears 
prayers, takes roll, handles the dozen of routine 
matters that keep a teacher from teaching. 

The /ay teacher, after some suitable training in doc- 
trine and teaching methods, takes a small group of 
children of the same age level, plans her weekly 
lesson according to the easy-to-follow Confraternity 
Manual outlines, and tells the children in her corner 
of the world the Greatest Story Ever Told. The chil- 
dren love it. And they love her—and Him. 


Adult Religious Education 


Adult education is common today. Everybody is 
doing it. Take a look at your neighbors, at the night 
schools, at home correspondence courses: everything 
from aerodynamics to radio and radar and zoology 
and back to beauty culture—everything from A to Z 
for many nights, for many years, at great expense and 
sacrifice—all for the almighty dollar. Why not we, 
for Almighty God, the real A to Z, Alpha and Omega 
—the beginning and the end of all things. 

For general purposes the Parish Adult Discussion 
Club is the most suitable technique, the one which 
leads to better informed and especially more articu- 
late Catholics. It is easy to start, inexpensive, most 
convenient for most adults, and basic to any other 
form. 

Eight to 12 people is the maximum in numbers; one 
hour a week, for study time; six or eight weeks for 
the first course. 

How to form the groups? On any agreeable basis. 
Often a neighborhood basis is best, regardless of dif- 
ferent economic or social or educational differences; 
or among people who on other nights bowl or dance 
together; or people from the same factory. In rural 
areas with great distances and poor travel facilities, 
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some families study once weekly as a family group— 
one night a week they talk about their God, instead 
of their neighbor. Non-Catholic neighbors or ac- 
quaintances, especially when partners of a mixed mar- 
riage, should be invited. 


The Family: Parent-Educator Program 


More limited in appeal, but more easily started and 
maintained than the discussion club, and usually more 
intensely developed, is the Parent-Educator program 
of teaching parents the glories and the rights and 
duties of parenthood, along with a practical formation 
of Christian family life in the home. 

The leaflet plan is run on a parish basis, and by 
husband-wife teams. It begins in the maternity ward, 
or very soon after the addition to the family takes 
up residence in the nursery. It consists of three things: 
a medal, a folder on Baptism, and leaflets. 

Yes, a medal—for motherhood. The bishop of the 
diocese (if the P-E program is organized on a diocesan 
scale) or the pastor has a card of congratulations 
printed (with a medal attached), which he signs 
and sends to the parents by a lay visitor. Along with 
it is given a brief folder containing the Rite of Bap- 
tism in English, so that the parents and attendants 
at the ceremony, particularly when non-Catholics, will 

_be able better to understand and appreciate the Sac- 
rament from knowing what goes on. 


The four-page leaflets are the heart of the program. 
Written by a woman who has made a success of the 
professions of both journalism and motherhood, with 
nine children at the last count, they are distributed 
every three months directly to the parents in the home. 
They are peppy, down to earth, readable, workable, 
inspirational. They tell parents in 1949 language just 
what can be done to put religious impressions and 
ideas into the child’s mind and heart at every stage 
of his pre-school life. They are heavy on practice, 
light on theory. 


The second general technique appeals to the “better 
families’ of the parish, (“better meaning “more re- 
ligious’’). The clubs are for parents, not just mothers. 
They follow the general plan of adult Confraternity 
discussion clubs but they are easier to start and keep 
going. Members are interested, there is no need for 
recruiting drives or for employing discussion stimu- 
lants—the problem usually is how to keep it in check. 
Suitable topics covered include the relationship be- 
tween husband and wife, parent and child, the family 
and God, sex education in the home. Discussion 
usually goes over into action with the formation of 
co-operative Maternity Guilds, a laundering of the 
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neighborhood movie, corner magazine stand and juke 
box joint. 


Apostolate of Good Will 


This adult phase of the Confraternity program, 
under lay leadership, enlists the energies of the pa- 
rishioners in an organized effort aimed at getting 
good will for the church in the community. 


It includes projects such as assistance and recruiting 
non-Catholics for Parish Inquiry Classes; the wide- 
spread distribution of Catholic literature; the writing 
of letters to local editors on matters of general reli- 
gious interest; the giving of a general summary of 
Catholic Doctrine—the new No. 3 Baltimore Cate- 
chism for adults is such a book—to non-Catholics who 
hold influential positions in the community: the editor, 
judge, lawyer, doctor (for his reception room), minis- 
ter or rabbi, school teacher, public librarian. As Father 
Philip Kenny said, in the September Forum article, 
“In considering the larger apostolate one must take 
the wider view of its purpose as that of a movement 
by the parish to build up the community. To be sure, 
the lay apostolate is walking on one leg if there is no 
carry-over from parish to community.” 


Although the Confraternity is to be organized on a 
parish basis, recently a number of Catholic colleges 
and even high schools have organized school units, 
working in cooperation with local CCD Diocesan 
Directors. They have been doing excellent work par- 
ticularly in School Year and Religious Vacation Schoo! 
classes as teachers, helpers, and visitors. 


This is a small fraction of the amount of “knowing” 
work that Catholic lay apostles need soon to do, under 
the encouraging guidance of their parish priests, so 
that their “doing” work will be more fruitful, more 
lasting—for being more consciously Catholic. Apos- 
tles—with ‘‘book”’! 


Practical suggestions on how to organize and carry 
out the program of the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine in the parish are given in the Manual of the CCD, 
available at 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., in 
Washington. 


“We would indeed be pleased if it were made 
known to the thousands of lay people who form the 
ranks of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. how 
deeply we appreciate their zeal and sacrifice. They are 
spurred on, to be sure, by the knowledge that, through 
this glorious apostolate, they are part of the magnifi- 
cent army of Catholic Action. Indeed, they are con- 
cerned, as the Holy Father has said, with a choice 
field of Catholic Action and are thus able to give 
spiritual motivation to lay apostles in varied parish 
activities. May their efforts grow so that the Con- 
fraternity will reach every parish of the United States, 


(Turn to page 13) 


CATHOLIC ACTION 


Ml 





ene an rent Span eR RAB Foe 





NATIONAL COUNCIL 
CATHOLIC MEN 


Christian Men in Action—Radio and 
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CHRISTIAN MEN IN ACTION 


66 CHRISTIAN IN ACTION”, the theme of 

A the Chicago Archdiocesan Union of Holy 

Name Societies for the 1949-50 season, will 

be implemented by the activities of the fall and winter 

months. The Chicago Union is affiliated with the 
National Council of Catholic Men. 


The entire program has been geared to the theme 
and to the development of each Holy Name man to 
be a “Christian in Action.” According to Father 
Edward J. Kelly, executive director of the Chicago 
Union, the theme is a real challenge to the member- 
ship, and encompasses a variety of projects aimed at 
making each member “Christlike in Spirituality; 
Christlike in Culture and Christlike in Action’. 

The program for the season was opened in Septem- 
ber with the Cardinal Stritch Institute of Holy Name 
Action which featured a study and discussion of 
the increasing problem of juvenile delinquency in the 
Chicago area. The importance of the Catholic posi- 
tion and Catholic philosophy in the treatment of 
wayward youth was stated by experts in this field, 
including sociologists, educators, criminologists and 
members of the clergy. 

Receiving the benefits of the Institute are the parish 
Holy Name officers, leaders and Big Brothers, who 
will continue a thirty-year tradition of working with, 
and for, youthful offenders under the auspices of the 
Holy Name Society. 

The second major effort for the season is the Tenth 
Annual Holy Name Lecture Bureau dinner this month. 
Over one hundred professors, business and profes- 


sional men, and experts in labor relations will gather 
to lay plans for the further development of the adult 
education services of the Bureau. 

The Lecture Bureau, aided by the faculties of De 
Paul and Loyola Universities, serves as an ‘extension 
course” for the Catholic layman in the Chicago area. 
Topics presented at parish meetings are in the fields of 
philosophy, social action, science, history, apologetics, 
economics, the encyclicals, and others touching on the 
national and community life of our nation, such as 
federal aid to education and the papal peace program. 
In the past, some four hundred Holy Name parish 
units have participated in this phase of the educational 
program. 

In the latter part of November more than two thou- 
sand delegates from the four hundred parish units 
will assemble for the annual archdiocesan Holy Name 
meeting. They wilt examine and evaluate their prog- 
ress in the over-all Holy Name program by the yard- 
stick suggested in the theme “A Christian in Action.” 
They will review their work embraced by committees 
on Catholic literature, Catholic press, retreat, salvage 
bureau, membership, organization, big brothers, pub- 
licity, lecture bureau and special activities. 

At the November meeting Cardinal Stritch, spiritual 
director of the Union, will keynote the plan for action 
for the ensuing months. Dr. George M. Schmeing, 
president of the Archdiocesan Union and member of 
the National Council of Catholic Men, will preside. 
The resolutions adopted by the N.C.C.M. at its annual 
meeting last April, will be presented to the assemblage 
for examination and suitable action. 


RADIO AND THE HOLY YEAR 


HE National Council of Catholic Men was asked 

by the Holy Year Central Committee to assem- 

ble material on radio in the United States to 

be used in an exhibit in Rome in connection with 

the observance of the Holy Year. The Committee's 

request read, in part, “We require general informa- 

tion concerning the development of the radio in your 

country. . . . Detailed information is needed about 

Catholic activities in connection with the radio. .. . 

Catholic personalities who speak on the radio in your 
country...” and so forth. 

The Men’s Council canvassed Catholic broadcasters, 
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the networks, diocesan radio directors and others, and 
assembled an extensive display of material. Among 
the items collected for the exhibit are a very handsome 
brochure on the Catholic Hour prepared by the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company, a splendid picture story 
on the Hour of St. Francis and material covering sev- 
eral diocesan radio projects. 

Included in the material sent to Rome was the 
statement, printed below, on “Radio in the United 
States”. The statistics in it concerning stations and 
industry income, and legal phrasing concerning the 
Federal Communications Commission, were checked 
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and authenticated by the National Association of 
Broadcasters. 


RADIO IN THE UNITED STATES 


ADIO broadcasting in the United States of 
America for public listening is free and inde- 
pendent of the government except for licensing. 

The allocation of frequencies is made by the Federal 
Communications Commission, and independent regu- 
latory agency of the Federal Government established 
by the Congress. Aside from regulating the obvious 
technical phases of a station's operation, the only 
regulatory power which the Commission asserts over 
station programming ig to examine a station's per- 
formance in this regard every three years when the 
station’s license comes up for renewal. At that time 
the Commission merely determines whether or not the 
station has operated ‘in the public interest, conven- 
ience and necessity”. 

The Communications Act under which the Com- 
mission operates expressly forbids any exercise of 
censorship by the Commission over programs. The 
Commission cannot interfere with the station’s right 
to freedom of speech. 

The Federal Communications Commission has, from 
time to time, indicated to radio stations what types of 
programs meet the standard of so-called “public serv- 
ice’ programs. These include discussion programs on 
local, national and international affairs, programs for 
various charities, and so forth. It is interesting to note, 
too, that the vast majority of American broadcasters 
consider that religious programs fall into the category 
of public service and hence time is made available for 
them without charge. 

There are four principal methods of broadcasting 
for public consumption in the United States. (1) Am- 
plitude Modulation, or standard broadcasting. This is 
far and away the largest method, there being, as of 
August, 1949, 2,020 AM stations on the air, with 163 
more authorized. (2) Frequency Modulation, in full 
scale operation only since the war, is second, with 739 
stations on the air and 115 more authorized. The dif- 
ference between these two methods of broadcasting is 
highly technical. It can be illustrated, however, by 
noting that in the reception of AM or standard broad- 
casting, interference from electrical disturbances, such 
as thunder storms, causes “‘static’. FM broadcasting 
is not bothered by these disturbances. (3) Television. 
There are 74 “TV” stations on the air in the United 
States and 41 more are authorized. Although televi- 
sion is expanding by leaps and bounds, there are so 
few stations now because the Federal Communications 
Commission has “frozen’’ all applications for licenses. 
Serious controversy over the technical aspects of fre- 
quency allocations caused this stoppage. (4) Facsimile. 
This is a relatively new and not yet widely used method 
of broadcasting impulses which, at their point of re- 
ception, operate a receiver electronically reproducing 
a complete newspaper. Its progress to any wide usage 
is expected to be relatively slow. 
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There are an estimated seventy-four million radio 
receiving sets, both AM and FM—the former in the 
great majority—in use in the United States. It is fur- 
ther estimated that 94.2% of the 41,692,000 families 
in the country have radio receivers. Of the seventy- 
four million sets, ten million are in automobiles, two 
million are portable, and the remainder are in homes. 
It is estimated that there are approximately 2,150,000 
television receivers in the country. 


The income for radio stations in the U.S. is derived 
from the sale of time to manufacturers, retailers and 
others for advertising purposes. In 1948, $400,000,000 
was spent for time by business firms to sell goods and 
services by radio and television. Radio set and equip- 
ment manufacturers grossed $600,000,000, while radio 
set distributors and dealers reported a total gross in- 
come of $1,500,000,000. Thus the total gross income 
from the entire broadcasting industry in the United 
States was two and a half billion dollars in 1948. 


In order to achieve maximum coverage of market 
areas for advertisers and to improve service to listen- 
ers, radio networks came into being some 20 years ago. 
Networks are groups of stations linked together by 
wire, over which a single program can be broadcast 
in many different cities and areas at the same time. 
Not only are there four nation-wide networks now 
in existence, but there are many regional networks as 
well. The four major networks are the National 
Broadcasting Company—oldest of them all, and a 
subsidiary of the Radio Corporation of America, the 
vast organization which grew out of the Marconi Com- 
pany, first great radio manufacturer and broadcaster 
in the world; the Columbia Broadcasting System; the 
American Broadcasting Company; and the Mutual 
Broadcasting System, largest in point of number of 
member stations in the United States. 

Each of these radio networks now has a television 
network as well, and there is a fifth network for tele- 
vision only. This is called the DuMont Television 
Network and was founded by a pioneer in the indus- 
try, Dr. Allan B. DuMont, holder of many basic tele- 
vision patents. However, television networks do not 
yet stretch across the entire United States since the 
essential co-axial cables which tie the stations together 
have not yet been laid from coast to coast. Cables are 
now in operation only between Boston, Massachusetts, 
and Richmond, Virginia, on the eastern seaboard, and 
as far west as St. Louis, Missouri, on the Mississippi 
River. 

The birth date of regularly scheduled broadcast 
radio in the United States is generally accepted to be 
November 2, 1920. On that date, station KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, went on the air with a sched- 
uled series of programs—the first of which consisted 
of returns from the national elections being held that 
day. Warren G. Harding was successfully running 
against James M. Cox for the presidency. 

The growth of the broadcasting industry in the 
United States since that time has been amazing. Many 
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names have become nationally and internationally 
known because of radio: DeForest, Saruaff, DuMont, 
technicians and executives; Bing Crosby, Kate Smith, 
Amos and Andy, and countless other entertainers. The 
recording industry was expanded a hundred-fold be- 
cause of radio. Symphony orchestras, dance bands, 
opera received new life, and a whole new world for 
young and old came into being with the development 
of this medium. 


The growth of television has far exceeded even the 
most optimistic predictions of its proponents and this 
modern electronic miracle of “broadcast and sound” is 
expected soon to be the major entertainment medium 
of the nation. 





RADIO SCHEDULE—OCTOBER, 1949 


THE CATHOLIC HOUR 
NBC Network, 6:00-6:30 P.M., EST 
SUNDAYS 
CHAPLAIN WILLIAM J. CLasBy, Lt. Cot., USAF 
Randolph Field, Texas 
October 2—The Unknown Woman 
October 9—The Unknown Priesthood 
SPECIAL MISSION Broapcast on October 16 
VeRY REV. ROBERT E. SHERIDAN, M.M. 
Akron, Ohio 
“The Missions—An American Review and a 
Challenge” 
October 23-30 
REVEREND EDMOND D. BENARD 
Catholic University of America 
General Subject: ‘The Unknown God” 
Music on the Catholic Hour is presented by out- 
standing church and seminary choirs. 
THE HOUR OF FAITH 
ABC Network, 11:30-12:00 Noon, EST 
SUNDAYS 
VerY REV. VINCENT J. McCau ey, C.S.C. 
Washington, D. C. 

General Subject: “The Unseen Army” 
October 2—You Can Be a Missionary 
October 9—Our Unknown Power 
October 16—Contact with Missionaries 
October 23—Queen of the Missions 
October 30—Christ the King Is a Missionary 

Music on the Hour of Faith is provided by a Male 
Quartet under the direction of Paul Creston. 
FAITH IN OUR TIME 
MBS Network, 10:15-10:30 A.M., EST 
THURSDAYS 
REVEREND JOHN S. KENNEDY 
Hartford, Conn. 

General Subject: ‘Home Wreckers” 
October 6—Pride 
October 13—Anger 
October 20—Envy 
October 27—Avarice 

Music on the program is provided by baritone soloist 
and organist. 
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LAY APOSTLES AND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
(Continued from page 10) 


and bring all—children, youth and adults—under the 
beneficent light of the doctrine of Christ and His 
Church.” 7 


FOOTNOTES 


. Codex luris Canonici, Canon 711:2. 


. Decree of the Sacred Congregation of the Council On the Better 
Care and Promotion of Catechetical Education, January 12, 1935. 

. Motu Proprio, Orbem Catholicum, June 29, 1923, Acta Apos- 
tolicae Sedis, 1923 pp. 327-328 as quoted in The Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine in the United States, Addresses and Letters by 
Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, St. Anthony Guild Press, 
Paterson, N. J., p. 64. 

. Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di Sua Santita Pio XII, Milano, Soc. Ed. 
Vitae Pensiero, 1941, Vol. Il, p. 242. Same source as above p. 65. 

. Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, address at Regional CCD Congress 
in Biloxi, Miss., Nov. 4, 1947. (Reprinted in: “The Call of the 
Popes to the Laity’) 

. Letter of Cardinal Pizzardo, January 9, 1949. 

. Ibid. 


DISCUSSION AIDS 


1. What is a lay apostle? Mention some fields or activities 
of the First Apostles in which 20th century lay apostles 
should engage. 

2. In what sense of the term must the Confraternity be 
“the first among parish societies’ ? 

3. What are the four general phases of the active Con- 
fraternity apostolate possible in every parish? 

4. What percentage of Catholic students are in public 
elementary schools? public high schools? Discuss the sig- 
nificance of these figures in terms of future leakage from 
the Church, mixed marriages, etc. 

5. Why is the Confraternity Parish Religious Discussion 
Club an ideal vehicle of Catholic adult education? 

6. The Parent-Educator Leaflet series can reach the families 
in the parish who do not attend Mass and who, therefore, 
do not receive instructions on the subject of religious educa- 
tion in the home. Discuss other advantages of the P-E Leaf- 
let plan. 


7. Outline in detail a plan by which all the energies of 
a parish could be enlisted in an organized program for a 
large increase of converts through the Apostolate of Good 
Will. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Manual of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (Hand- 
book of Information), N.C.W.C. 30¢. 
The Call of the Popes to the Laity, N.C.W.C. 25¢. 


STUDENT PROGRAM SERVICE RECEIVES HIGH PRAISE 


In renewing subscriptions to the Catholic Student Program 
Service many educators have taken the opportunity to express 
their satisfaction with the assistance that has been given them 
by this monthly series. Typical of the comments is the fol- 
lowing from a high school teacher: “Would not be without 
this unique service either in the Library or in my class work.” 
Or the following from the head of a preparatory seminary: 
“Selections were very good and the debate material especially 
worthwhile for seminarians. Grateful for your ideas.” 

C.S.P.S. circulates among high schools, colleges, univer- 
sities, seminaries and Newman clubs. The subject this year is 
“The Lay Apostolate Today.” The subscription includes a 
one-year subscription to CATHOLIC ACTION, a sheet of 
suggestions and related pamphlets, folders, posters, etc., 
mailed monthly to enable the students to carry out projects 
related to the series. The subscription price is $6.00 per year. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL 


CATHOLIC WOMEN 


By Prayer and Penance—I.U.C.W.L. 
—Catholic Women in the News— 
News Round-Up—lIn Praise of Mil- 
waukee “Pink Ladies” 





BY PRAYER AND PENANCE 


Betry HARPER 


We are pleased to bring our readers this article which shows the manner in which the N.C.C.W. 
unites the spiritual strength of its affiliated organizations of Catholic women. Mrs. W. H. Harper 
is the National Chairman of the N.C.C.W. Committee on Shrines in the Home. 


of the National Council of Catholic Women 

has a challenging assignment. We must re- 
instate Christ and His Blessed Mother in the hearts 
and homes of all our people. To even approach our 
goal we need the cooperation of every Catholic—man, 
woman and child—in the United States. We ask your 
assistance. 


Ter COMMITTEE on Shrines in the Home 


Since the year 1950 has been designated by His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII as a Holy Year we have an 
added incentive. Under the old Mosaic Law each 
fiftieth year was celebrated as a jubilee year. Great 
family reunions were held, slaves were freed and debis 
remitted. It is generally believed that Pope Boniface 
VIII instituted the first Christian Jubilee in the year 
1300. Authentic records show that to those who, truly 
penitent, confessed their sins and visited the basilicas 
of St. Peter and St. Paul in Rome at least once a day 
for fifteen days, or thirty days if residents, the Holy 
Father conceded “the most full pardon of all their 
sins.” For the greater part of that year there were, 
on an average, two hundred thousand pilgrims in 
Rome, yet note is made of the contentment and good 
order of the people. Pope Boniface intended that such 
a Jubilee be celebrated every hundred years. Since 
that would mean some generations could not hope to 
see a Holy Year, Pope Clement VI consented to so 
declare the year 1350. Daily visits to the basilica of 
St. John Lateran were required as well as to the basil- 
icas of St. Peter and St. Paul. At the next Jubilee, 
held in 1390, the basilica of St. Mary Major was 
added to the list. A daily visit of all pilgrims to 
these four churches is still a primary condition for 
gaining the Jubilee indulgence. It was Pope Paul II 
who decreed the Jubilee should be celebrated every 
twenty-five years. In the nineteenth century, because 
of political disturbances, only one Holy Year was 
proclaimed—1825. Otherwise the celebrations have 
been held about every twenty-five years from 1450 
until the present time. Great moral reform and spir- 
itual renewal attended all of these celebrations. 
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Three months of 1949 remain in which to better 
prepare ourselves for full participation in the devo- 
tions and benefits of the Holy Year of 1950. We are 
convinced that there are people all over the world 
who, like ourselves, desire a just and lasting peace. 
Our statesmen and political leaders may be doing 
their best to establish friendly relations between all 
nations—but their best is not enough. They need 
God. They need us. They need the prayers and ad- 
monitions of all Christian citizens. We Catholics have 
the weapons to combat the destructive influences striv- 
ing to undermine our country, our Church and our 
homes. We have the Faith. We have the Sacraments 
to sustain us. We have directives from Heaven. 
Affiliates of N.C.C.W. throughout the country are 
heeding the message of Our Lord given to St. Mar- 
garet Mary of Alacoque and the admonitions of Our 
Lady to the children of Fatima. Shrines in the Home 
Committees are bending every effort to increase devo- 
tion in the home by the recitation of the daily family 
Rosary and to bring those homes closer to God through 
their consecration to the Sacred Heart and Commu- 
nions of Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Diocesan councils of Catholic women in conventions 
this year have pledged themselves to pray with greater 
fervor for peace, especially by the daily recitation of 
the Rosary as requested by Our Lady of Fatima, to 
spread knowledge of the promises of Our Lady and 
to pray for the conversion of Russia. 


We frequently are asked why our committee em- 
phasizes the Rosary. The Mother of God, the Queen 
of Heaven, has repeatedly asked us to use this form 
of prayer. She appeared to St. Dominic, Rosary in 
hand, and promised “this will always be an inexhaus- 
tible fountain of every kind of blessing.” She ap- 
peared eighteen times at Lourdes, and in our own 
day, in 1917, she appeared to the little children of 
Fatima, always asking that men say the Rosary. She 
asked for reparation that the wrath of her Divine Son 
might be appeased. The Church celebrates the feast 
of the Most Holy Rosary on October 7; the entire 
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month is dedicated to this most efficacious prayer. Let 
us join in a crusade of prayer that the Holy Year of 
1950 will accomplish the purpose of our Holy Father 
“that all by prayer and penance, may expiate their sins, 
strive to reform their lives and acquire Christian vir- 
tue, so that this great jubilee may happily prepare the 
general and universal return to Christ.” 


NOTES ON THE I1.U.C.W.L. 


¢° The President of the 1.U.C.W.L. addressed a let- 
ter to the President of the Diplomatic Conference 
of Geneva urgently requesting, on behalf of the 36 
million women grouped in the 1.U.C.W.L., that the 
name of Almighty God be inscribed in the Red Cross 
Conventions to be considered by the Conference. 


¢¢ Speaking before the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, Miss Catherine Schaefer, assistant to the 
General Secretary, N.C.W.C., for UN Affairs, and 
consultant to the N.C.C.W. Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations, in her capacity of representative of 
the I.U.C.W.L. at UN, asked that women be guaran- 
teed equal pay for equal work, but that they also have 
the benefit of certain protective measures. She said 
that the good of the family and of society in general 
requires the cooperation of man and wife in the di- 
rection of the family unit, and to this end, govern- 
ments should insure joint management of family prop- 
erty, endeavor to improve economic conditions so that 
wives will not be forced to work, and make efforts 
to improve living and working conditions in the home. 

During the discussion by the Human Rights Com- 
mission of the religious freedom article in the Draft 
Convention of Human Rights, Miss Schaefer spoke 
as the representative of the I.U.C.W.L., Pax Romana, 
and the International Union of Catholic Social Service 
in behalf of the right of parents to determine their 
children’s religious education. 


CATHOLIC WOMEN IN THE NEWS 


¢¢ Miss Dorothea Sullivan, administrative officer of 
the National Catholic School of Social Service of the 
Catholic University of America, at the designation of 
the U. S. Public Health Service, served as a consultant 
on group work at the recent Dartmouth Conference 
of Education in Psychiatric Social Work. Miss Sulli- 
van also spent six months in Japan, attached to the 
Army's Information and Education Section, assisting 
in training volunteer and professional leaders of youth 
groups. 


¢¢ Dr. Helen C. White, professor of English at the 
University of Wisconsin and 1942 Laetare Medal- 
ist, received the 1949 Achievement Award of the 
American Association of University Women. Miss 
White, widely known for her historical novels and 
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critical studies, is a former national president of the 
A.A.U.W. 


°° Miss Estelle Alston, a graduate of the National 
Catholic School of Social Service, received the 1949 
Koshland Award for her outstanding contribution to 
social work in California. Miss Alston’s work has 
been with delinquent Negro children and delinquent 
Spanish-speaking teen-age girls. Her work has been 
so successful that after a year in the special group, 
the children are able to return to normal groups. 


¢* Mount Mary College awarded Mrs. Frank Hig- 
gins, of Chicago, class of 1931, an honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws as the first recipient of the 
alumnae honor which the college proposes to make 
every five or ten years to a graduate for distinctive 
service to the school and to the community in which 
she lives. 


ee Miss Rose Conway, personal secretary to Presi- 
dent Truman, and Miss Kathleen McLaughlin, corre- 
spondent in Germany for the New York Times, both 
graduates of Mount St. Scholastica College, Atchison, 
Kansas, were awarded honorary degrees at the Col- 
lege commencement exercises. 


e* A distinguished Catholic woman, Mrs. Helene 
Wessel, has been appointed head of the Center party 
of Germany. This marks the first time in the history 
of Germany a woman has been appointed head of a 
political pariy. 


ee Miss Esther Brizuela, of El Salvador, staff mem- 
ber of Noticias Catolicas, the Spanish language edition 
of the N.C.W.C. News Service, was the delegate of 
her country at the recent meeting of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Commission of Women in Buenos Aires. Miss 
Brizuela was a member of Catholic Young Women of 
El Salvador before joining the Noticias staff. 


NEWS ROUND-UP 


ee A letter from Most Rev. Alcide Marina, Apos- 
tolic Nuncio to Lebanon, has been received by Mrs. 
Alfred S. Lucas, N.C.C.W. president, thanking “the 
noble Catholic women of America who sent such an 
abundance of clothing for our destitute Palestinian 
refugees.” Archbishop Marina described the suffering 
of these latest victims of warfare in saying, “I have 
been looking on them tearfully all these months, and 
my heart has been torn with anguish over their plight. 
Only such kindness as your own has given them hope, 
as they languish far from home.” His Excellency 
asked for the continued remembrance of these poor 
people: “It may seem very bold on my part to sug- 
gest this part of the world again as an object of your 
generosity, but when one has hundreds of thousands 
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of refugees around him, he must continually ask, in 
the sweet name of Jesus, for aid. We shall be able 
to carry on through these summer months, but when 
the fall weather comes, with its tinge of winter, we 
shall be confronted with shivering little ones. Pray 
that by that time we shall have received help for 
them and please do all you can.” 


e¢ Mrs. Alfred S. Lucas, N.C.C.W. president, is 
a member of the National Citizens’ Committee for 
United Nations Day which will spearhead public 
participation in the observance of this day. The Com- 
mittee members were invited to serve by Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson. 


e¢ In a letter to all Senators, as the Senate pre- 
pared to consider an amendment to the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the N.C.C.W. urged that the Federal 
minimum wage standard be substantially increased 
from its existing level of 40 cents an hour. Since then 
both Houses of Congress have passed separate mini- 
mum wage bills, which at this writing await action 
by the Conferees when Congressional sessions resume 
in late September. 


¢¢ Six laywomen of the Archdiocese of Denver, all 
active members of the Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women, were honored by the Holy Father 
with the award Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. They are 
Mrs. Emmet Knight, Miss Catherine Maloney, Mrs. 
Louis F. McMahon, Mrs. James M. Knight, Miss 
Elizabeth Sheeby, and Mrs. J. Leonard Swigert. 


e* Mrs. Robert A. Angelo, N.C.C.W. representative 
at the meetings of the National Catholic Resettle- 
ment Council, participated in a round table discussion 
on Displaced Persons held in York, Pennsylvania. A 
Jew and two Protestant ministers were the other dis- 
cussants. 


e¢ Mrs. Helen Chang, educator from Korea was a 
visitor at N.C.C.W. headquarters. Mrs. Chang also 
attended the convention of the St. Augustine 
D.C.C.W. and participated in the program. 


°° Three surveys of the stocks of retailers of comic 
books, pocket-size novels and other periodicals were 
conducted last year by the Chicago A.C.C.W. in its 
decency-in-print crusade started last fall under the 
mandate of His Excellency, Samuel Cardinal Stritch. 
Intensive work in the crusade is continuing this year. 


°° A parish group in a small town, the Interna- 
tional Relations Committee of the Holy Trinity Par- 
ish Council, Columbia, Pennsylvania, affiliate of the 
Harrisburg D.C.C.W., staged such a successful panel 
discussion on the United Nations that they were in- 
vited to repeat the panel in two other towns. At the 
original meeting, the neighboring newly-organized 
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Parish Council of St. Peter's were guests, with three 
members participating in the panel. 


°° Miss Regina Holl, grand president of the Young 
Ladies Institute, reported that $6,831.60 had been 
added this year to the Institute's Golden Jubilee 
Purse, established in 1936 to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the Y.L.I. The total 
amount contributed to date is $38,000. 


ee At the celebration of San Francisco’s 173rd birth- 
day, Mrs. John J. Ryan, president of the San Fran- 
cisco A.C.C.W., was mistress of ceremonies honoring 
the mission founders Fray Junipero Serra, Lieutenant 
Jose Joaquin Moraga and Fray Palou. 


¢¢ Mrs. Powers Symington, long associated with the 
San Francisco A.C.C.W., was chairman of the Chi- 
nese art exhibit held recently at St. Mary’s Chinese 
Mission, San Francisco, under the auspices of the 
Paulist Fathers. 


ee Mrs. Frank W. Font represents the New Orleans 
Council of Catholic School Cooperative Clubs on the 
New Orleans civic committee on comic books. 


°¢ N.C.C.W. was represented at a recent conference 
on rent control problems in the office of Housing 
Expediter Tighe E. Woods, and at a meeting on the 
Housing Act of 1949. The Council was also repre- 
sented at the 1949 President’s Highway Safety Confer- 
ence, the Executive Committee meeting of the National 
Committee for Traffic Safety, of which N.C.C.W. is 
a member, and a meeting of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis. Meetings in the international 
field at which N.C.C.W. was represented included a 
State Department report meeting on the agenda of 
the forthcoming session of the United Nations and 
the seventh meeting of the U.S. National Commission 


on UNESCO. 


HELENA D.C.C.W. CONVENTION 


Most Rev. Joseph M. Gilmore, Bishop of Helena, 
celebrated the Low Mass which opened the 28th an- 
nual convention of the Helena D.C.C.W., held August 
28-30. His Excellency also addressed the convention, 
reminding Catholics of their obligation to make their 
faith stronger and to give it the fullest expression. 
The theme developed by the program was “The Status 
of Woman Today.” Mrs. A. A. Mickel, director, 
Province of Portland, Oregon, reported the National 
Board meeting held in Washington in the spring. 
Mrs. J. Selby Spurck, national chairman, Committee 
on War Relief, spoke at the banquet on “Charity in 
Action.” Mrs. Hugh Campbell was elected president 
to succeed Mrs. T. Dale Edwards. 
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IN PRAISE OF MILWAUKEE 
A.C.C.W. "PINK LADIES” 


Rev. Eustace F. BRENNAN 


Father Brennan is Catholic Chaplain at the 
Veterans Hospital at Wood, Wisconsin, 
where the Milwaukee A.C.C.W. “Pink 
Ladies” do volunteer service. 


T HAS been my privilege to work in close associa- 
I tion with the Hospital Visitors of M.A.C.C.W. 
since their first visit to our Hospital. This group 
of Catholic women, named the Pink Ladies because of 
their pink uniform, have been in existence since 1942. 
It is a fine token to their spirit that the greater number 
of them hold a five year certificate for meritorious 
service from the Veterans Administration. From the 
first they entered with exceeding good-will into any 
work assigned to them. And their value has grown 
with the years until today they are an important cog 
in the Volunteer Services Program of the Center. 


There is no part of the VA program that is foreign 
to them. All have been indoctrinated in its policies. 
They have conducted ward parties, taken part in the 
yearly Carnival, run errands, listened to problems and 
brought them to the proper agency for solution, and 
engaged in many other activities. That their worth 
has been recognized is evident by the ever increasing 
number of assignments given to them. 


The Chaplains have found them a very valuable 


group. They have aided in the distribution of religious 
articles. And they have often been the channel 
through which a patient has brought his personal re- 


ligious problem to the Chaplains. And what is 
equally important their very presence has brought 
comfort to many. They have filled a unique niche by 
their unselfish service of the men, regardless of creed, 
in many a trying hour. 


To evaluate the work of the Pink Ladies is rather 
difficult. With the true Christian spirit of service they 
keep no records, lest those they serve cease to be 
persons and become statistics. They are content to 
work and let God keep the books. But we can judge 
from the calls made for their services both by patients 
and others, that they hold an important place in the 
program because of work well done. We can truly 
say that they have been successful. 


We Chaplains are proud to say truly that the Pink 
Ladies have been successful. And we also want them 
to be truly successful where success counts the most. 
Hence it is that we have inaugurated for them, in ad- 
dition to the regular program of activities, a personal 
program for each—a spiritual program. They call 
it their “Spiritual Indoctrination.” It was a humble 
effort on our part to help these good women reap the 
greatest spiritual benefit from the work they were 
doing. We knew that they had come to serve the Vet- 
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eran because of their love for their neighbor for the 
love of God. They knew, and they knew we knew 
that a cup of cold water given in the name of Christ 
had a value eternal. And we wanted them to have it. 
Hence each Pink Lady carries a little card that reminds 
her of the enternal value of the things she is doing. 
For it is our prayer for her that while she may work 
like Martha she may always have Mary's sense of 
values. 


This great work of the Pink Ladies has grown from 
a humble beginning. It has kept its strong Christian 
flavor through the years. It has benefited those who 
have received and those who have given. It is one 
more demonstration of the words of Christ “By this 
shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love one for another.” (John XIII, 35) Ad 
multos annos. 





WITH OUR NATIONALS 








Daughters of Isabella . . . The National Board of 
Direction at its recent meeting in White Sulphur 
Springs authorized a letter to the president of the 
fourth general assembly of the UN, denouncing at- 
tacks on liberty, justice and peace through religious 
persecutions, violations of democratic liberties and in- 
human terror in certain UN member nations. The 
Board expressed esteem for the work of the UN in the 
promotion of respect for fundamental human rights, 
but emphasized the importance of recognizing in any 
document on human rights that God is the source of 
these rights. 


International Federation of Catholic Alumnae . . . A 
Critics’ Forum demonstration of “Catholic Thought 
on best sellers” was a feature of the 18th annual con- 
vention held in Chicago, August 25. Critics’ Forums 
are a popular I.F.C.A. activity in several cities. 


National Catholic Womens Union. - . A public dis- 
play of hand-wrought art and needle work, vestments, 
prayer books and rosaries valued at $50,000 was a 
feature of the 94th annual convention of the Catholic 
Central Verein of America and the 34th annual con- 
vention of the N.C.W.U. held in San Francisco, Au- 
gust 6-10. This “Mission Exhibit’’ was the work of 
thousands of women of the Archdiocese of San Fran- 
cisco, most of whom are members of Catholic women’s 
organizations affliated with the N.C.C.W. 


National Council of Catholic Nurses . . . At the invita- 
tion of Most Rev. J. Francis A. McIntyre, Archbishop 
of Los Angeles, and the Los Angeles Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Nurses, the fifth biennial con- 
vention of the National Council of Catholic Nurses 
will be held in Los Angeles, California, May 4-7, 1950. 
Headquarters will be the Hotel Ambassador. 
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Papal Guidance 


For Teachers 


The accompanying excerpts from an address by His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII to the Union of Italian Teachers, on September 4, are 
equally pertinent for the teaching profession elsewhere. We 
therefore bring them to the attention of our readers.—The Editor. 


66 AVING recognized the school 
as being of powerful value in 
the formation of consciences, 

some states, regimes and political move- 

ments have discovered that it is one of 
the most efficacious means for gaining 
to their side that multitude of sup- 
porters which they need, to make tri- 
umphant, determined conceptions of 
life. With tactics as astute as they are 
insincere, and for ends that conttadict 
the natural ends of education, some of 
these movements—both in the past and 
during this present century—have 
aimed at the withdrawal of the schools 
from the influence of those institutions 
which had, besides the state, a pri- 
mordial right, the family and the 

Church (Encyc. Letter, Pope Pius XI, 

Divini illius Magistri, 31st. Dec. 

1929), and have attempted and are 

attempting to obtain exclusive posses- 

sion, through the imposition of a mo- 
nopoly, which among other things, 
seriously violates one of the funda- 

mental human liberties. .. . 


“The school cannot be compared to 
a chemical laboratory in which the risk 
of wasting materials, more or less ex- 
pensive, is compensated by the proba- 
bility of a discovery; what is at stake 
in the school is the salvation or ruin of 
every single soul. The innovations that 
can be judged opportune are those con- 
cerning the choice of means and sec- 
ondary pedagogical directives, while the 
end and the substantial means will al- 
ways be the same, just as the ultimate 
aim of education, its subject and its 
principal author is always the same, Our 
Lord and God. 


“Granted these principles, look then 
with a sure eye to the times and the 
hour to learn of the new needs and ex- 
amine the new remedies. Confidently 
fix your gaze on that future which you 
will fashion with your own hands in 
the souls of your pupils; see to it that 
it be Christian and permeated with an 
ever increasing sense of justice, in- 
spired by an ever wider charity and 
open to an ever deeper and more har- 
monious culture. Thus you will be, in 
the daily exercise of your office, fathers 
of souls rather than propounders of 
sterile acquisitions. That is to say fath- 
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ers who, having life in all its vigor, 
know how to build around them other 
lives similar to their own. Here is the 
complete dedication which the school 
asks and which, in union with the fam- 
ily, of which many of you are yourselves 
heads, will form your whole world and 
engage without fear of regrets all your 
energy. A world thus formed, where 
religion, the family and iearning con- 
stitute the daily breath, is more than 
enough to fill your life and repay those 
sacrifices which go as far as the com- 
plete immolation of self... . 


“You, the teachers of today, who 
draw your sure directives from the past, 
what ideal of man must you prepare for 
the future? You will find that ideal 
fundamentally designed in the perfect 
Christian. By the perfect Christian We 
mean the Christian of today, child of 
his own era, knowing and cultivating 
all the advances made by science and 
technical skili; a citizen and not some- 
thing apart from the life led in his own 
country today. The world will have 
nothing to regret if an ever increasing 
number of these Christians be placed in 
all sectors of public and private life. It 
is largely for you, the teachers, to ar- 
range for this beneficial introduction 
by directing the minds of your disciples 
to discover the inexhaustible strength 
of Christianity for the improvement and 
the renewal of peoples. Thus, spare no 
effort to awaken as soon as possible 
their moral conscience so that with the 
passing of the years the ‘honest man’ 
will appear not as if by accident and 
as the final adventure of a life that has 
been often wrecked. 


Form men of science and technology 
on such foundations and then it will 
not happen that they will strike the 
world with terror as happens today, 
when science has aroused, together with 
admiration, almost a fear of itself 
among peoples, and has caused formid- 
able political, social and international 
problems; nemesis, perhaps, of the de- 
sired separation of science from reli- 
gion. Some, at least, of the scientists 
themselves suffer from the lack of pro- 
portion, created by technology, between 
the material forces unduly developed 


and placed at the service of man and 
the pettiness and weakness in which 
their souls have remained. (Cf. H. 
Bergson, Les deux sources de la morale 
et de la religion). 


“Form strong men, capable of dif- 
fusing good all around them and of 
leading others, with clarity of princi- 
ples. Our times require that the minds 
of pupils be directed to a more effective 
sense of justice, ridding them of that 
innate tendency to regard themselves as 
a privileged caste, fearing and shunning 
the life of labor. Let them feel them- 
selves, and be, workers today in the 
constant fulfillment of their scholastic 
duties, just as tomorrow they will be in 
the directive posts of society. It is very 
true that among those peoples tor- 
mented by the scourge of unemploy- 
ment, difficulties arise not so much 
from the lack of good will as from the 
lack of work. It is no less indispensable, 
however, that teachers inculcate dili- 
gence into their disciples. Let them 
become accustomed to the severe labor 
of the intellect, and from that work let 
them learn how to bear hardship and 
necessity in order to enjoy the rights 
of the common life with the same right 
as manual workers. It is time to broad- 
en their views beyond a world ob- 
structed by factions, jealous one of the 
other, by extreme nationalism and de- 
sires of hegemony, because of which 
the present generation has sutfered so 
much. Let the new youth be allowed to 
breathe Catholicity and feel the spell 
ot universal charity that embraces all 
peoples in one Lord. Give them also a 
knowledge of their own personality 
and thus also of the greater treasures 
of freedom; train their minds to sound 
criticism, but at the same time imbue 
them with a sense of Christian humil- 
ity, of just submission to the laws and 
the duty of mutual dependence among 
MEN; «-< 


“Religious, honest, cultured, frank 
and industrious: such, on leaving 
school, We desire those young people 
to be whom their families and society 
have entrusted to you; or better, whom 
God has confided to you since, before 
even being of the family and of society, 
they are of God, of Christ and of the 
Church, by primary and preeminent 
right. Have courage and confidence. 
No matter how great the undertaking, 
and how arduous the goal, let the 
Christian educator leave nothing un- 
done to attain it. You have sufficient 
human means, but above all you are 
rich in supernatural assistance through 
the grace which you and your pupils 
can obtain abundantly from the flood- 
tides of the Sacraments and prayer.” 
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ae eo there is an intimate and 
direct relationship between par- 
ents and children must 
readily admitted by all; it is a rela- 
tionship both physical and spiritual, of 
which nature gives even visible signs 
in imprinting in the countenances of 
the children the features of their par- 
ents; it is clear that precisely in virtue 
of the law of nature the children 
belong to the father and the mother. 
The author of nature, we know, is 
God; He has willed to constitute it 
thus, and it follows, therefore, that by 
divine commission, you, the parents, 
must care for your children. God and 
nature have given them to you. To 
you before all others the Creator has 
entrusted these beings that are both 
His and your creatures, not only to 
bring them into the world, but also to 
rear them, to foster and watch over 
them, to teach them to live, to make 
them worthy citizens of your land and 
one day of Heaven.” 

“To ascribe to the State, however, 
the prerogatives of parents or of 
others; to permit the State to act in 
an absolute and exclusive way when 
she should act only in a supplementary 
way, is to turn order, family, and 
society topsy-turvy. Ancient pagan 


Sparta, which pretended that the chil- 
dren, as soon as they were born, be- 
came the property of the State, has 
left a name of injustice and cruelty, 
and the peoples have stamped her with 


the brand of regrettable despotism and 
aberration.” 


“The right of parents in regard to 
their children, inasmuch as it derives 
from nature and from God, is a right 
that is superior, sacred, and inviolable. 
What this implies in the field of edu- 
cation is synthesized by the Church in 
a canon of her Code of Canon Law: 
‘Parents are bound by a most grave 
obligation to provide to the best of 
their ability for the religious and 
moral, as well as for the physical and 
civil education of their children, and 
for their temporal well-being’ (Can. 
1113). Besides the temporal well- 
being, this canon throws into relief, 
so to speak, four aspects of education: 
religious and moral, physical and-civil ; 
but these are not aspects that are in- 
dependent: rather, they are indivisible. 
Education aims at the perfection of 
man; and such perfection toward 
which every human being must aspire, 
requires that he be perfected in what 
concerns his body, his will, his intellect, 
and his relations to society. To limit 
oneself to merely physical education, 
or even merely intellectual education 
would produce a defective result, lack- 
ing the nobler part of education, that 
of the soul. It is necessary to develop 
man’s spiritual nature if one wants to 
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Aims of Christian Education 


In recent weeks His Excellency, the Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni 
Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States, has been the 
honored speaker at Catholic school dedications in Rock island, Ill., 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., and Sante Fe, N. Mex., and has presented 
the role and aims of Christian education in modern society. At the 
dedication of the new Alleman High School, Rock Island, Iil., His 
Excellency analyzed true education under the title “School and 
Education.” Pertinent excerpts are given here.—The Editor. 


‘make a man’, and precisely that is 
the goal of education.” 

“Suffice it to say that the soul is 
God's creation. God infuses the soul 
into every human being as soon as it 
is conceived, and it is precisely because 
of the soul that we say that man is 
created ‘in the image and likeness of 
God’; whence it is a sacred duty to 
bring into relief His divine lineaments, 
and to cultivate and preserve them in 
man. Now God is truth, purity, good- 
ness, and these are the characteristics 
that distinguish man from the other 
creatures; it is the function of educa- 
tion to draw them out, to ‘educe’ them 
from the human potential.” 

“It is manifest that it is the right 
of the parents to choose for their chil- 
dren the school they consider most 
suitable; just as they exercise their per- 
sonal preference in other needs, so 
also no one can doubt their right to 
act as they believe best in a matter so 
loftly as the intellectual and moral 
formation of their children.” 


“Aside from the fact that the Cath- 
olic schools, being in accord with the 
traditions and laws of the country, are 
legal; aside from the fact that they 
conform in their program to the re- 
quirements of competent authorities— 
Catholic parents select them because 
in them Jesus Christ is spoken of, 
there His doctrine is taught with the 
Creed and the Commandments; the 
parents know that in these schools the 
thought of the presence of God and 
the practice of Christian virtues are 
inculcated ; that in questions and prob- 
lems of the soul the child does not 
meet with dangerous neutrality or 
harmful indifference, which often pro- 
duce opposition to, and practically 
denial of, the principles of life. They 
know full well that in science, philoso- 
phy, literature and history questions 
arise, the treatment and solution of 
which vary according to whether the 
idea of God and religion is included 
or not.” 


“The Church in promoting educa- 
tion takes man as he is, with intellect 
and will, an intelligent and spiritual 
being, an immortal soul; all these are 
comprised in the formation of man. 


Man is indivisible . . . we call him an 
‘individual’ . . . and wherever he is or 
goes, he carries with him all of him- 
self; it is therefore necessary that the 
same principles direct, inspire, and 
animate every phase of his life, at 
home and in school, in private and in 
public. Thus you will have a man 
who is conformed to his principles, a 
man who is true to himself.” 


“The truths of faith and of morality, 
far from crippling truth, illumine it, 
develop it, and render it easier to 
know. . . . The Church condemns any 
enslavement of mind or thought.” 


“The teacher has an immense power ; 
he can build or destroy, he can sow 
faith or indifference, fervor or apathy, 
good or evil. . . . If he substitutes brute 
matter for God, he will spread mate- 
rialism; if he substitutes inordinate 
worship of the nations, he will propa- 
gate statolatry and tyranny; if he 
insinuates doubt and indifference, he 
will produce in his young listeners 
confusion of thought.”’ 


“Alas, in our times the chaos of 
thought is increasing in a terrifying 
way . . . One understands now more 
than ever why instructing the ignorant 
is one of the principal spiritual works 
of mercy.” 


“The truly Christian citizen has a 
character—this means that he adheres 
to moral principles; he has convictions, 
which he forms by the light of reason 
and the light of Christ’s doctrine; he 
is conscious of his sacrosanct duties 
and rights, his human dignity and 
liberty; he feels bound to God, his 
Father and Judge; he gives respect 
and demands respect; he prepares him- 
self to fulfill a mission of good; he 
believes in the immortality of the soul 
and eternal life; his thoughts and 
actions are inspired by this faith, and 
into his program of life enter virtue, 
fortitude in life’s trials, and the pledge 
to give good example. 

“All this is an essential part of the 
program of a Catholic school; this is 
its atmosphere, a good atmosphere, 
that means everything to the child for 
it will develop his finest talents and 
endowments.” 


[19] 





Month by Month with the N.C. W. C. 


Most Rev. Emmet M. Walsh to be 
Coadjutor of Youngstown with Right of Succession 


Bishop Walsh of Charleston has been promoted by His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII to be Titular Bishop of Rhaedestus 
and Coadjutor with right of succession to Bishop James A. 
McFadden of Youngstown, Ohio. 

For twenty-two years Bishop Walsh has administered the 
Diocese of Charleston and for many of those years has served 
the N.C.W.C. in an administrative capacity. His Excellency 
is at present Episcopal Chairman of the Legal Department, 
N.C.W.C., and prior to that served repeatedly as an assistant 
bishop of the Administrative Board of the N.C.W.C. and 
as secretary to the annual General Meeting of the Bishops at 
the Catholic University. 

Sincerest congratulations are extended to His Excellency. 


NCCS Inaugurates 
Two New Publications 


Within the past month the National Catholic Community 
Service has begun the oes of two new services. 

NCCS-VA Hospital News is a monthly mimeographed 
news bulletin devoted to the special interests of volunteers 
who are serving in Veterans Administration hospitals, which 
will be sent to all NCCS-VA hospital volunteers. 

Focus is the title given to a series of eight-page ” hlets 
published monthly and treating dogmatic and moral subjects. 
It will be distributed free to all chaplains requesting copies 
and be made available also to service personnel through the 
USO Clubs operated by the NCCS in this country and 
abroad. Focus is an answer to a suggestion from chaplains 
for an aid to Catholic service personnel in understanding the 
truths of their Faith. 


NCCS Asks Support 
In Community Chest Campaign 


In a letter to Harvey Firestone, USO president, issued in 
connection with the Community Chest campaign this fall, 
President Truman has urged all Americans to support the 
USO peacetime program and to give generously to this 
worthy cause. 

“The USO has been reactivated, at my request, as an essen- 
tial element in the development of our national security,” he 


said. “It is still the serviceman and servicewoman’s ‘home 
away from home’. Today the USO and cooperating agencies 
are maintaining 150 clubs, lounges, service centers and area 
projects.” 

The USO’s appeal for $12,000,000 to finance the — 
during the coming year is based on a realistic need for serv- 
ices as requested by the Military establishment. 

The National Catholic Community Service, a USO agency, 
will receive funds from USO which will be raised through 
Community Chest campaigns and independent drives. 
NCCS is presently conducting USO programs and services 
at forty centers located near major military installations in 
this country and abroad. 


N.C.W.C. Cooperation 
In the Mission Field 


Early in September, Maryknoll, N. Y., was the scene of 2 
conference on the work of the missions in education and 
social action. Leaders of 28 communities of priests, Broth- 
ers and Sisters engaged in mission activity, met to discuss 
new phases of mission work in the light of the agencies and 
activities that have developed since the war. 

The conference was called by the N.C.W.C. Social Action 
and Education Departments and various area committees of 
the Catholic Association for International Peace, in coopera- 
tion with the Society for the Propagation of the Faith and 
other mission organizations. 

Speakers and discussion leaders included United Nations 
officials, staff members of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference and leaders in Catholic relief work, rural life, 
and the cooperative movement. Outside experts were brought 
in as consultants rather than as speakers. 


National Catholic Resettlement Council Urges 
Approval of Liberalized Displaced Persons Law 


At a meeting in New York early in September, 50 diocesan 
directors of the National Catholic Resettlement Council passed 
a resolution to urge the Senate to take favorable action on 
the bill approved by the House to liberalize the U.S. Dis- 
placed Persons Law. Recent statistics showed 71,566 dis- 
placed persons brought to this country, of whom 26,575 
came under the auspices of War Relief Services—N.C.W.C. 








CATHOLIC ACTION—Montuty PuBLICATION OF THE 


"We have grouped together, under the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
the cause of religion is furthered. Each of these, contin- 
uing its own special work in its chosen field, will now 
derive additional support through general cooperation.” 
—From the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 
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